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Climate change is not a future
threat; it is a threat now, and we need
to take urgent action. The decisions we
make today will determine the future
we leave to our children.

We also need to prepare for the con-
sequences of climate change, which are
already affecting our environment, our
infrastructure, our economy, and, yes,
even our health.

More frequent and intense heat
waves are leading to higher rates of
heat stroke. Warmer temperatures are
also directly affecting wvector-, food-,
and waterborne diseases and causing
longer allergy seasons.

We need to understand and prepare
for these changes. That is why I led a
letter to the House Appropriations
Committee urging support for the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention
Climate and Health Program to help
our city and State health departments
address and prepare for the effects of
climate change.

I am pleased that funding for their
important work has increased to $15
million in this year’s bill. I urge my
colleagues to support this provision to
help vulnerable communities adapt to
the health threats of climate change.

———

CONDITIONS OF MIGRANT DETEN-
TION FACILITIES ARE INHUMANE

(Mr. GARCIA of Illinois asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. GARCIA of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
I am joined today by my colleagues to
show our country the inhumane condi-
tions of migrant detention facilities.

As a grandfather and an immigrant,
my heart breaks every time another
child dies in U.S. custody.

Migrants are escaping some of the
harshest political and economic tur-
moil in Central America, only to have
their children die once they arrive
here. Like 1-year-old Mariee Juarez
and her mother who fled domestic
abuse in Guatemala, then she died in a
U.S. hospital after receiving inad-
equate care.

We don’t allow prisoners to die. How
are we allowing children to die in Fed-
eral custody?

Last week, the inspector general of
DHS confirmed what we already knew:
Conditions are dangerous and unsani-
tary.

This is cruel and un-American. This
cannot be the new normal. What the
President is doing is anything but nor-
mal.

When Attorney General Sessions ini-
tiated this, it was a bad way to move
forward.

Is this the message that President
Trump wants to send the world, that
the U.S. is where children come to die?

How many children must die before
this administration acts?

CELEBRATING NATIONAL
HOMEOWNERSHIP MONTH

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
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dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, June is National Home-
ownership Month, and it is the time
when we celebrate and recognize the
many benefits of owning a home.

For generations of Americans, own-
ing a home has been an essential ele-
ment in achieving the American
Dream. But since the Great Recession,
we have seen homeownership rates dip
to historic lows.

Young families often find themselves
unable to save for a down payment or
gain access to adequate credit, and
that is especially true for those living
in rural areas.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture
places emphasis on helping rural Amer-
icans buy homes. USDA provides mort-
gage loan guarantees through partner-
ships with private-sector lenders to
help low- to moderate-income rural
home buyers. USDA has helped more
than 4.4 million rural residents buy
homes since the National Housing Act
was passed 70 years ago.

Mr. Speaker, homeownership has
widespread benefits: It fortifies com-
munities, creates jobs, and strengthens
the local businesses that support our
towns.

I thank USDA for its commitment to
providing affordable housing for rural
Americans. By helping hardworking
Americans achieve this dream, it pro-
vides a strong foundation for more
prosperous rural communities.

—————

AMERICA IS BETTER THAN THIS

(Mr. ESPAILLAT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, I have
seen with my very own eyes the way
migrants at the southern border, par-
ticularly children, are treated under
U.S. custody. It is so appalling, we
would not ever accept one of our own
children being treated in such condi-
tions in any country across the world.
Young toddlers go days without proper
hygiene, nutrition, or medical treat-
ment.

These awful conditions have led to
the deaths of minors at the hands of
our government, like Felipe Gomez
Alonzo, who was just 8 years old.

If this administration’s plan is to
mistreat refugees to prevent them from
coming here, it clearly is not working.
Just think, if they would rather risk
this treatment than remain in their
home countries, how bad must it be
there?

America is better than this. We must
treat immigrants better than this. We
must treat refugees better than this.
We must treat children better than
this.

Mr. Speaker,
watching.

the whole world is
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ADDRESSING HUMANITARIAN
CHALLENGES FACED AT SOUTH-
ERN BORDER

(Ms. ESCOBAR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. ESCOBAR. Mr. Speaker, on May
31, the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity’s Office of Inspector General pub-
lished an alarming report that con-
firms the terrible consequences of the
Trump administration’s failure to
truly address the humanitarian chal-
lenges we face at our southern border.

Instead of working with Congress and
leaders in our hemisphere on address-
ing root causes and policy that rep-
resents America’s values of compas-
sion, the administration, instead,
chooses cruelty.

As a result, agents and officers are
overworked, exhausted, and frustrated.
Communities like mine are stretched
beyond capacity, and migrants are in
inhumane conditions.

The photos and description of the
conditions at the Paso Del Norte Proc-
essing Center in my district are beyond
disturbing:

Migrants standing on toilets to make
room and gain breathing space;

A cell with a maximum capacity of 35
holding 155 migrants;

Detainees wearing soiled clothing for
days or weeks;

The list goes on.

I visited the PDN Processing Center
when I was home this weekend, and one
thing is clear: Congress must establish,
and DHS must abide by, humanitarian
standards. Not doing so is immoral and
un-American.

——————
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ICE SOLITARY CONFINEMENT

(Ms. GARCIA of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to condemn the inhumane
treatment of immigrants at detention
centers around the country.

Recently exposed documents paint a
gruesome picture of ICE custodians
abusing the practice of solitary con-
finement on immigration detainees.
Often these detainees have not violated
rules or shown dangerous behavior,
but, in some instances, are being held
in isolation because they are disabled
or because they identify as gay.

Even under ICE’s own guidelines, sol-
itary confinement is a serious step that
requires careful consideration of all al-
ternatives. Yet, ICE is using this prac-
tice as a tool of first resort, not last re-
sort. One detainee noted that the
strain of the isolation made him lose
his mind.

These reported cases reveal what we
already feared: that this administra-
tion is committed to widespread abuse
of human beings simply because of who
they are and where they come from.

Mr. Speaker, I learned at an early
age that we are all God’s children. This
is not the way to treat God’s children.
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